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WASHINGTON Oct. 23‘ ,Brmsh n'j
felligence, officials. ﬁave ‘determined
that &, fermer txanslator of : Russxan,
margvd last. summer “with spxonage,
was responsible;for: ‘one-of the-longest
and. potenna.lly most damagmg Sowes
v.uetranons "of - Western intelligence’
since - ‘World- War IT,:;according - to
Amencanofﬁczals . :

;_me, supphed Moeoow “With aStream.
i hxghly “sensitive. mformauon ‘about
2 r‘zcan and’ Bnthh mterceptwmo&

mploved asa hngmst at Bntam’smahi
slertronic mtelhgence ‘center’; m Chel-
*eﬂhafn from 1968 10 1977, ‘
¥.5. Seeking Detailed‘Aecount s

CTae mterceptiompmgram is the chief
SCUTTE of mtelhgence mformanon about

e e i o Cuel e

he amnet Umon It is jomtly opezated

v the United  States National Security
n{' ency vand . Britain’s - Govemment
“omimunication . Headquarters, with §
pe mmp tion from Canada and Austral
smzuse the mstallatlon where Mr
ime worked serves as a nerve center
b2 worldwide eavesdroppmg and
'Nb*'ealnng operation, American in-
izence officials. believe that the im-|
lications of Mr. Prime?s 'S °f£orts are ex—
’r'°1y serious: .+
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I ;'f " in July and is scheduled to stand trialin| :

Bmish to provxde a detailed aceount of -
"Mr. Prime’s activities. He was arrested | :

- late November. Co-
k Cmng stringent secrecy laws the
British Government has so far refused |-
to provide a comprehensive report, stir- |
~-'ring alarmr'and irritation-among senior
‘_ American_ intelligence " officials,, who
are accustomed to. working closely with |

now in the process of preparmga dam-{;
" age-assessment, has briefed American !
*intelligence - officials-~* about - ‘some
aspects:of. the- case, “That inforimation
‘was provided by American sources who
ked not to be identified.:." © -- v
i Prime’s job as a Russian transla- :
;-tor at the communications headquar-

PN

" ters, these sources said, gave him ac-{| /.-

cess to highly classified raw intelli-
. gence material flowing into Chelten-

-~ ham from satellites and ground stations [

cperated by the United States. b '
_Targets of Surveillance Identiﬁed

o “The material. included tape record-
ings .and -transcripts -of " intercepted].
Soviet communications. While Mr. |’

Prime saw only a fraction of the inter-| N
.cepts that are processed at Chelten- K

-~ "ham, the American officials'said, those
-~ he handled or heard about from col-|.
"'leagues clearly identified some of the|.

targets of Amencan and Bnt.lsh sur-
veillance.-. -

. Mr. Prime kept the Sov1et Union in-|.
formed about new targets,. the Amen-
cansources said. " .
+: In addition, much of the matenal Mr. .
Prime received was in.code and was N
given to him for translation only after| -
~ passing through advanced code-crack—

#: By telling the Russians: whlch f thexr
* communications had been decoded, Mr. | ;
" Prime compromised the: highly sensi- r
tive code-breaking effort, the: British ;

i

2,

24,

- could change radio frequencies, modify|
" codes or take other steps to make com- |
munications: secure; cutting: off access|:
" to vitally important information-about| |
Soviet military, economxc d political}-
developments. Rt 2t '

lntelugence Sourees Lost =

.. 1 -How much.of this the Russxans actu-|*
- ally did as a result of Mr. Prime’s work |’
is difficultto determine, according to|
American officials. They said that dur-|.
ing the period when Mr. Prime was em-|:
- ployed by British .intelligence, several| -
" -key sources -of electronic intelligence] :
about the; Soviet.Union were lost when|, . .
Moscow changed: commumcanon chan- |
nelsormodxﬁedcodes BRI

‘But.'a precise damage. assessment |’
. may never be made, according to intel-| -
.. ligence- 1:d’ﬂcial:v,, because it is almost}
mpossi Ietodetermmewhat rom, ted B
the changes. . prome.

33

: «w one - senior, intelligence official’ said.

Lo

"- - ing basic. intelligence estimates and|.

7 "tions headquarters has become a sub-

 :as Sir' Anthony Blount, H..A:R. (Kim)| |

- joining the Royal Air Force.

: Z: and porcelam-producmg region. He re-

’ ?' was somethmg of a loner,

; ihe,Russians to change encrypﬁon sys-|.;
tems or switch to different channels,”

pEme

.+ “It's what you don’t know in a case like}
. this that scares you most.”” . 4

“ In addition, some American ofﬁcxals .

. fear that the information gave the|

. Soviet: Union an opportunity to plant/,

- misleading information in the Western|.
eavesdroppmg system, possibiy distort- |

thus affecting foreign policy decisions. |

N N
The Amierican officials said the Brit-|
ish had found that Mr. Prime was re-
cruited by the Russians in the early
1960°’s, when he was stationed in West

. Berlinby the Royal Air Force... . ... .
" How he slipped through secunty
- checks when hired at the communica-|.

sl

ject.of some heat among British intelli- |}
gence ofﬁcxals_ aeeordmg to the Amen— :

e e :.,;, jsj
The adequacy of secunty procedures i
at Cheltenham was. questioned. in Par-
*Hament immediately after Mr..Prime’s}.
. ’arrest in July, and the British. Ggvern- ||
ment is trying to determine how Mr.
' Prime escaped detection for so long.
. His unmasking as a Soviet spy was the
-result of a sex-offense investigation.
- He resigned his job at the communi-
- .cations headquarters in 1977 for reasons
.that British authorities have not made
public, but which were apparently unre-
lated to security breaches. He then be-
came a wine salesman and later a taxi
' driver in Cheltenham, 93 miles north-
_lwest of London in Gioucestershire.

: ~~Earlxer ‘this year he became the main |-

suspect in an investigation of sexual as-

saults against young women in the!l .

area. When Mr. Prime, who-was unem-

- ployed at the time, was arrested in July

‘and charged with the offenses, his wife}.
' reportedly told the police that she knew
- nothing about’ the sex cases but had
thought her husband might be a spy.

. After several days of ‘additional in-
vesngatlon, Mr. Prime was charged )
. withespionage. ...> ...

- Unlike earlier Soviet. “moles” found
inside British intelligence services such |’

Phxlby, ‘Donald Maclean and. Guy Bur-|"
‘gess,, Mr Prime did not-attend an elite}
Brmsh umversity or hold a position of |
prommezxce inthe Govemment or socx-

“ety. _
Instead he attended a techmcal eol-

lege in Staffordshire, England’s pottery|

. ceived Russian language trauung after .

Mr. Prime, a gaunt-faced man who '
born in
:the late 1930’5 in Alton, near Stoke—on- 1
-Trent. e ot
The- operatmns of the Nauonal Se\
.curity Agency had been penetrated sev-
-eral times previously by Soviet agents,
: accord.ing to American officials.
- Though a final determination must
.await further briefings by the British,
- American officials said Mr. Prime’s ac-
- tivities appeared to rank among the
. most serious security breaches in the
nearly 30-year tnstory of ‘the Natwnal
SecuntyAgency e
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U.S. Aides Say,
British Spy Gave
Soviet Key Data

By PHILIP TAUBMAN
Special toThe New York Times

WASHINGTON, Oct. 23 — British in-
lligence officials have determined
1at a former translator of Russian,
harged last summer with espionage,
as responsible for one of the longest
nd. potentially most damaging Soviet
pnetrations of Western intelligence
nce World War II, according to
merican officials. -

American intelligence officials say
1at the accused man, Geoffrey Arthur
rime, supplied Moscow with a stream
| highly sensitive information about
merican and British interception of
yviet communications while he was
nployed as a linguist at Britain’s main
ectronic intelligence center in Chel-
nham from 1968 to 1977. T

U.S. Seeking Detailed Accoliat

The interception program is the chief
urce of intelligence information about

e Soviet Union. It js jointly operated
7 the United States Nationgl Security
Séncy and Britain’s Government
mmunication Headquarters, with
rticipation from Canada and Austral-

Because the installation where l(;'

ime worked serves as a nerve center | :
the woljldwide eavesdropping and !
ig-breakmg operation, American in-
l:ggnce officials believe that the im-f+
cations of Mr. Prime’s efforts areeg.
mely serious. S

oncerned at the potential R

~ WORRIES U.S. AIDES
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BRITISH SPY CASE

Continued From Page 1

British to provide a detailed account of
Mr. Prime’s activities. He was arrested
in July and is scheduled to stand trial in
late November.
Citing stringent secrecy laws, the
British Government has so far refused
to provide a comprehensive report, stir-
ring alarm and irritation among senior
American intelligence officials, who
are accustomed to working closely with
their British counterparts.
The British Government, however,
now in the process of preparing a dam-
age assessment, has briefed American
intelligence officials about some
aspects of the case, That information
was provided by American sources who
asked not to be identified.
Mr. Prime’s job as a Russian transla-
tor at the communications headquar-
ters, these sources said, gave him ac-
cess to highly classified raw intelli-
g:nqe material flowing into Chelten-
from satellites and ground stations
operated by the United States.

Targets of Surveillance Identified

The material included tape record-
ings and transcripts of intercepted
Soviet communications. While Mr.
Prime saw only a fraction of the inter-
cepts that are processed at Chelten.
ham, the American officials said, those
he handled or heard about from col-
leagues clearly identified some’ of the
targets of American and British sur-
veillance.

Mr. Prime kept the Soviet Union in-

formed about new targets, the Ameri-|

can sources said.

In addition, much of the material Mr.
Prime received was in code and was
given to him for translation only after
passing through advanced code-crack-
ing computers at Cheltenham.

By telling the Russians which of their
communications had been decoded, Mr.
Prime compromised the highly sensi-
tive code-breaking effort, the British
have found.

Armed with his warnings, Moscow
could change radio frequencies, modify
codes or take other steps to make com-
munications secure, cutting off access
to vitally important information about
Soviet military, economic and political
developments.

Intelligence Sources Lost

How much of this the Russians actu-
ally did as a result of Mr. Prime’s work
is difficult-to determine, according to
American officials. They said that dur-
ing the period when Mr. Prime was em-
ployed by British intelligence, several
key sources of electronic intelligence
about the Soviet.Union were lost when
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- ployed at the time, was arrested in July

. ceived Russian language training after

- Trent.

-curity Agency had been penetrated sev-

Moscow changed communication chan-
nels or modified codes.

But a precise damage assessment
may never be made, according to intel-
ligence officials, because it is almost]

mmmtm

‘“You can never teil for sure what led

the Russians to sys-
tems or switch m." v
“It’s what you don’t know in a case like
this that scares you most.”

In addition, some American officials
fear that the information gave the
Soviet Union an opportunity to plant
misleading information in the Western
eavesdropping system, possibly distort-
ing basic intelligence estimates and
thus affecting foreign policy decisions.

Recruited in the Early 60’s

The American officials said the Brit-
ish had found that Mr. Prime was re-
cruited by the Russians in the early
1960’s, when he was stationed in West
Berlin by the Royal Air Force.

How he slipped through security
checks when hired at the communica-
tions headquarters has become a sub-
ject of some heat among British intelli-
gence officials, according to the Ameri-
cans. :

The adequacy of security procedures
-at Cheltenham was questioned in Par-
liament immediately after Mr. Prime’s
arrest in July, and the British Govern-
ment is trying to determine how Mr.
Prime escaped detection for so long.
His unmasking as a Soviet spy was the
result of a sex-offense investigation.

He resigned his job at the communi-
cations headquarters in 1977 for reasons
that British authorities have not made
public, but which were apparently unre-
lated to security breaches. He then be-
came a wine salesman and later a taxi
driver in Cheltenham, 95 miles north-
west of London in Gloucestershire.

Information Provided by Wife

Earlier this year he became the main
suspect in an investigation of sexual as-
saults against young women in the
area. When Mr. Prime, who-was unem-

and charged with the offenses, his wife
reportedly told the police that she knew
nothing about the sex cases but had
thought her husband might be a spy.

After several days of additional in-
vestigation, Mr. Prime was charged
with espionage.

Unlike earlier Soviet ‘“moles’’ found
inside British intelligence services such
as Sir Anthony Blount, H. A. R. (Kim)
Philby, Donald Maclean and Guy Bur-
gess, Mr. Prime did not attend an elite
British university or hold a position of
prominence in the Government or soci-
ety.

Instead, he attended a technical col-
lege in Staffordshire, England’s pottery
and porcelain-producing region. He re-

joining the Royal Air Force.

Mr. Prime, a gaunt-faced man who
was something of a loner, was born in
the late 1930’s in Alton, near Stoke-on-

The operations of the National Se-

eral times previously by Soviet agents,
according to American officials.

Though a final determination must
await further briefings by the British,
American officials said Mr. Prime’s ac-
tivities appeared to rank among the
mostl s%xl-)i-ous security lmh&; ‘in the
nearly 30-year history ational
Security Agency. .
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: old Russnan lahguage expen worked '
at. Britain’s ultra-secret Cheltenham
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British Laws Limit Details on Spy Suspect

By Peter Osnos
Washington Post Forelgn Service .

LONDON, Oct. 25—On June 28, a man named
Geoffrey Arthur Prime appeared in an English
country courthouse charged with three counts of
sexual assault on young girls over a period of two
years, Poliée' claimed that Prime, 44, had drawn
up a list of potential victims while working for a
taxi company in Herefordshire.

dJust over ‘two weeks later, Prime appeared
again in the same court. This time his alleged of-
fense was of a vastly different kind: spying. In
accordance with stringent British laws on report-
ing criminal cases, news accounts merely said
Prime had been charged under Section 1 of the
Official Seerets Act—which even without details
meant that the case was serious. :

Among the many mysteries in the Prime affair
is how local investigators transformed a routine
morals arrest into the uncovering of what U.S.
officials were quoted over the weekend as saying is
potentially the most serious security leak in West-
ern intelligence since World War II.

Officials refused to comment today on reports
from Washington about U.S. concern over British
handling of the case, in particular, the British re-
fusal to give the United States a full accounting of
the suspected espionage; With Prime awaitin
trial scheduled for late November, spokesmen sai
no comment is permitted and that as a national
security.issue, it is doubly off-limits, -

“It would not be right to have further public
discussion until the trial is completed,” Attorney
General Michael Havers said in Parliament.

ut there is no inclination here to dispute the
basic US. view that Prime’s alleged supply of
highly classified data to the Soviets for the nine
years he worked at the Cheltenham electronic in-
telligence center was a major security breach.

Also not denied are reports that security pro-‘~

cedures at the installation, known formally as
General Communications Headquarters, may have
been lax in the past—since the main allegations
against Prime predate the present government,
which maintains that it is tightening up security
procedures. .

After Prime was charged on July 15, British

: ' VoL . ) (> -+ nNs Mads o
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GEOFFREY ARTHUR PRIME
... espionage trial-scheduled late next month

stantive details that a spy scandal involving Chel-
tenham was in the making and that it could be
spectacular. Under the British “lobby” system,
journalists are given such information by govern-
ment and opposition sources on the condition that
there may be no indication of the 'source.

The case disappeared from view on July 20
after Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher issued a
bland statement in response to questions by op-
position members of Parliament, saying, in effect,
that the appropriate agencies were looking into se-
curity at Cheltenham. “Any charge under Section
1 c:if the Official Secrets Act is very serious,” she
said.

As a result of the British restraints on informa-
tion, little is known about Prime. The youngest of
three sons of a gardener, he joined the Royal Air
Force in the early 1960s and was taught Russian,
He was sent to West Germany, where he learned
German and, according to U.S. reports, was re-
cruited' by the Soviets.

In 1968 he went tn wnrl at ﬁhnlfav.l.na..o 6§b 00?5‘51664“-3H confidence in British intelligence g
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network coordinated with the United States, Aus- |§
tralia and Canada. By the time he left in 1977, he
had reached the senior rank of advanced linguis-
tics specialist and was one of several dozen Rus-
sian-language experts. It was apparently his high
rank that gave him access to much of the sensitive
information on NATO codes and military deploy-
ments that he allegedly passed to the Soviets.
According to local sources in the town of Chel-
tenham, Prime gave “pressuré of work” as hig rea-
son for leaving intelligence work. He joined a local
mini-cab company, which, among other contracts,
transported computer tapes from the base to
other locations. This could explain why the
charges against him extend until 1981. :
Friends said that Prime displayed a marked in-
terest in Russian literature and went to London
regularly to Russian cultural exhibitions. But they
did not recall him making political staterents.
Prime was married twice and has three stefisons.
In 1981, Prime joined another taxi dompany
and then briefly worked for a distillery. ‘At ‘the
time he was picked up on the morals charges he
was unemployed. After his arrest, police said they
found a card file of names and addresses of po-
tential victims and a list of women to whom he
made obscene telephone calls. i
On the issue of security at Cheltenham, British
newspapers have printed interviews with Alex
Lawrie, who worked as a linguist there for 29
years before retiring last December. The Guardia
quoted him today as saying security there is “jusy
about good enough to fend off a well-meani 2
drunk.” i
In an interview, Lawrie said, “I always had th
impression that the Russians knew a great deg
more about [Cheltenham] than I did.” He said e
ployes often walked out with computer papersan
that gate checks were cursory. “If you go in #n
car, you just have to slow down and hold the pa
up to the window. It's not a close check.”
British intelligence did win a vote of confidg
today from former president Jimmy Carter,
in London on a private visit. Saying he had
knowledge of any security breach on a scale atf
buted to Prime while he was president, Ca



